启示录
第三章（3:1-15）
撒狄教会

Church in Sardis

Is this Church alive or dead?

One of the worst Churches

有名无实的基督徒

生命册上的名字

What is the Book of life？

In this letter to the church at Sardis, Jesus speaks as a judge, accompanied by 'the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars.' The seven Spirits of God refer to the one Holy Spirit, whose completeness is manifested in the number seven, while the seven stars portray the human leadership of the seven churches. Jesus, in effect, has called together a jury before whom he will pronounce his findings as judge on the church in Sardis.
我有机会到不同的聚会，教会。到每一个聚会都有不同的感受。从中国的聚会，到美国的，从西部，到东部，感觉都不一样。有时候会感觉一个教会死气沉沉。有时候你会觉到很奇怪的感觉。有时候你会觉得这个教会充满圣灵。我们会问一个问题，这个教会是死的，还是活的？Is this church alive or dead?  Is this Fellowship alive or dead?
一个人走进我们的教会，如果看到餐厅很热闹，大家交通得很热火朝天。你会说这个教会是活的。可是你到他们的讲台，主日学却没有多少人。信息没有听到神的话，没有讲圣经，大家都在睡觉，这个教会是死的。
思考问题1：撒狄(教会)有什么特点?  What is the culture in (Church of) Sardis? 
Rev 3:1 你要写信给撒狄教会的使者，说，那有神的七灵和七星的，说，我知道你的行为，按名你是活的，其实是死的。
The city of Sardis was located on a narrow plateau fifteen hundred feet above sea level, about thirty-five miles southeast of Thyatira on the postal route that connected the seven churches. It was a city rich in history and commercial trade. It had, however, experienced moments of humiliation in the past. "Twice it was totally surprised and humiliated by military defeat. The city that seemed militarily impregnable had been defeated by Cyrus, King of Persia (549 BC) and Antiochus III (2I8 BC), and on both occasions the city was taken by surprise by nighttime attack by soldiers who quietly scaled her steep fortress walls." 
她是位于赫馬斯平原(Hermus Plain)中的提摩留斯山(Tmolus Mount)的中央，高出平原一千五百尺，地勢顯要，是一個防守要地。如此險峻的地理環境，給該地居民充分的安全感。但也因此使得他們過于松散，在第一世紀前，此地曾兩次被敵人攻占。
在歷史上，撒狄這個城市是很戲劇化的城市，離今天大概兩千六百年前，撒狄是一個國家的首都，在這城市的前面有一條河流，裡面有沙金，所以這個城市很富有。撒狄城位於高原上，在它的四周都是非常陡峭的山脊，要進這個城市只有一條很窄的小路，撒狄在當時代被稱為攻不破的城市。當波斯王國興起以後，撒狄的國王跟波斯帝國打仗，當他們退守到城裡的時候，波斯帝國的軍隊沒辦法攻進去，只能做長時間的包圍。有一天，波斯帝國的軍兵看見一個撒狄兵丁，把頭盔掉到城底下去了，他們看著他沿著山壁爬下去撿頭盔，就明白過來，原來撒狄不是一個進不去的城市，他們就在夜間，派了一隊人爬上去，當他們爬上城牆以後，竟然發現撒狄城是一個沒有守衛的城市，於是這個城在一夜之間被攻破了。
我在读高中的时候，当时的厦门全民皆兵，我们在海边守夜班过。以防台湾反攻大陆。
　　經過將近三百年之後，撒狄城在羅馬帝國的統治下，被一名叛軍佔領了，羅馬軍隊圍攻撒狄一年多，沒有辦法把他打下來，後來一個熟悉歷史的士兵想到三百多年前發生的事，就在夜間帶了一隊人爬上去，沒想到上到城牆以後，竟然跟三百多年前的情況一樣，沒有一個守衛在值班，於是撒狄又一次被攻陷了。
The city had its Jewish synagogues as well as its cult worship of Caesar. It also had its Greek and Roman temples with their sexually immoral services. The church had no outward pressure placed upon it by the Jewish community or by the Roman government. But the believers struggled in a community dedicated to sexual immorality, and in time that took its toll on their spiritual life, to the point of death. William Barclay wrote, "When John wrote his letter to Sardis, Sardis was wealthy, but Sardis was degenerate...There was no life, no spirit there. The once great Sardians were soft, and twice they had lost their city because they were too lazy to watch. And in that enervating atmosphere of degeneration and decay the Christian Church too had lost its vitality and its power, and was a corpse instead of a living church."
在使徒約翰的時代，撒狄城瀰漫著一種渙散的氣氛，在這城裡的教會就如同今天經文所說，按名是活的，其實是死的。因為撒狄教會的人，他們的行為在神面前，沒有一樣是完全的。聖經沒辦法指出他們的那一個行為不完全，這個意思就是所有基督徒應當做到的行為，撒狄教會裡的人都做不到。主對撒狄的教會說：所以要回想你是怎樣領受，怎樣聽見的，又要遵守，並要悔改。若不儆醒，我必臨到你那裡如同賊一樣，我幾時臨到你也決不能知道。
在啟示錄的七教會中，有兩個教會完全沒有稱讚的話，除了撒狄教會以外，另一個教會是老底嘉教會，撒狄教會的行為在表面上是活的，但事實上是死的；老底嘉教會的行為是不冷不熱。基督徒的行為是信仰所結出來的果子，如果說老底嘉教會的不冷不熱，代表他們的行為做得不夠好，撒狄教會的行為就是有名無實，這個意思就是說，外表有基督徒的樣子，但實際上不是基督徒。
思考问题2： “按名你是活的” 是什么意思?  Does Church in Sardis have a good reputation?  

你知道一些“有名无实”，“名存实亡”的人或事情吗？他们危险吗？
Rev 3:1 你要写信给撒狄教会的使者，说，那有神的七灵和七星的，说，我知道你的行为，按名你是活的，其实是死的。
I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 
神学原则:  A good reputation is no guarantee of true spiritual character.
Just Because You're Breathing Doesn't Mean You're Living!
Just because you go to church does not mean you are a true Christian!
有一种有名無實的基督徒，是具有基督徒的樣子，卻沒有盡基督徒的本份，也沒有好見證。參加主日崇拜用台語說叫作『做禮拜』，有很多人到教堂真的就是去『坐禮拜』，在椅子上坐慣了，也就一直坐下去了，不懂得服事，不會領人信主，聚會時間一到就來，結束時間一到就走。
　　有一隻老虎住在一座森林裡面，森林旁邊有一條路，每天都有許多人經過。有一天，天使下來警告牠不可以吃基督徒，但這隻老虎還是把一個過路的基督徒吃掉了，於是天使來責問老虎，這隻老虎在天使面前顯出無辜的表情，老虎對天使說：「這個人被我吃掉，實在不能怪我，他正面走過來的時候，我聞不到一點基督徒的味道，所以我就決定把他吃了，一直吃到他屁股的時候，聞到教堂椅子的味道，我就趕快把他的屁股吐出來，你看，他的屁股還留在那裡。」
　　另外一种有名無實的基督徒，盡了所有基督徒該盡的義務，不管是參加聚會，參與服事，十一奉獻、這個奉獻、那個奉獻也都有了，但在神面前卻不被悅納，因為他所做的一切，不是為了榮耀神，只為了自我的成就。
许多的事情，包括教会，还有许多关系也是，看起来是活的，其实是死的。大家还记得浪子回头的故事吗？浪子看起来还是儿子，其实这个儿子是死了。

The generation before this one in Sardis had been influenced directly or indirectly by men like Paul, Timothy, Silas, Apollos, and Peter. That generation had been a faithful lampstand holding up the Light of the world in a very immoral and dark society. The church in the past had been alive because the elders faithfully taught the truth of the word of God, and the people faithfully applied the truth of that word to their own personal lives. In time these faithful believers acquired a reputation for being spiritually alive. But the new generation that grew up in that church apparently was living off the reputation of their Spirit-filled leaders and parents. A past reputation is not always the current reality. What man sees and what God sees can be the difference between life and death. Underneath this hollow religious reputation was a generation of men and women in that church who were spiritually dead.

Jhn 15:1 我是真葡萄树，我父是栽培的人。

Jhn 15:2 凡属我不结果子的枝子，他就剪去。凡结果子的，他就修理干净，使枝子结果子更多。

Jhn 15:3 现在你们因我讲给你们的道，已经干净了。

Jhn 15:4 你们要常在我里面，我也常在你们里面。枝子若不常在葡萄树上，自己就不能结果子。你们若不常在我里面，也是这样。

Jhn 15:5 我是葡萄树，你们是枝子。常在我里面的，我也常在他里面，这人就多结果子。因为离了我，你们就不能作什么。

Jhn 15:6 人若不常在我里面，就像枝子丢在外面枯干，人拾起来，扔在火里烧了。
Jas 2:17 这样信心若没有行为就是死的。

Jas 2:26 身体没有灵魂是死的，信心没有行为也是死的。

1Jn 3:14 我们因为爱弟兄，就晓得是已经出死入生了。没有爱心的，仍住在死中。

Jud 1:12 这样的人，在你们的爱席上，与你们同吃的时候，正是礁石。（或作玷污）他们作牧人，只知喂养自己，无所惧怕。是没有雨的云彩，被风飘荡，是秋天没有果子的树，死而又死，连根被拔出来。

思考问题3：耶稣为什么会说“我必临到你那里如同贼一样。我几时临到，你也决不能知道。”？
Rev 3:2 你要儆醒，坚固那剩下将要衰微的（衰微原文作死）。因我见你的行为，在我神面前，没有一样是完全的。
Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God.

No matter how dead the church is on the inside, there is always a remnant, always a few who retain their love for the Lord while others around have fallen asleep. Sometimes only individual Christians remain from families or fellowships which once had life.
思考问题4：耶稣要他们怎样悔改？

Rev 3:3 所以要回想你是怎样领受，怎样听见的。又要遵守，并要悔改。若不儆醒，我必临到你那里如同贼一样。我几时临到，你也决不能知道。

因为，撒狄这个悬崖峭壁上的堡垒曾经两次被攻占下来，都是在他们没有想到的时候。

跟以弗所教會一樣，撒狄教會要回想過去自己是怎樣建立起來的。不要小看回想的力量。有人說：“There is power in remembrance。”
神学思想：There is power in remembrance.  在回顾历史中会给人产生一种力量。
据说，大陆曾经组织老红军，老八路，新四军回顾之旅。这些老干部回到原来革命根据地，看到老乡还在过贫苦的日子，他们都很受感动。

我们都曾经明白耶稣的救恩，都觉到太好，太美了。可是，日子久了，我们逐渐忘了。

思考问题5：“生命册上涂抹他的名”是什么意思？是本来有了，又被涂抹了吗？
Rev 3:5 凡得胜的，必这样穿白衣。我也必不从生命册上涂抹他的名。且要在我父面前，和我父众使者面前认他的名。
He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

i. “In ancient times cities kept a register of their citizens; and when a man died, his name was removed from the register.  The risen Christ is saying that, if we wish to remain on the roll of the citizens of God, we must keep our faith flamingly alive.”

  

i. There is a Book of Life, and it will be opened and referenced on the Day of Judgement. This means that the Book of Life is real, and will be read.
 

        And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.  And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. (Revelation 20:12)  
Rev 20:12 我又看见死了的人，无论大小，都站在宝座前。案卷展开了。并且另有一卷展开，就是生命册。死了的人都凭着这些案卷所记载的，照他们所行的受审判。

Rev 20:13 于是海交出其中的死人。死亡和阴间也交出其中的死人。他们都照各人所行的受审判。

Rev 20:14 死亡和阴间也被扔在火湖里。这火湖就是第二次的死。

Rev 20:15 若有人名字没记在生命册上，他就被扔在火湖里。

Luk 10:20 然而不要因鬼服了你们就欢喜，要因你们的名记录在天上欢喜。

iv. There is a Book of Life, and there are five different references to people being blotted out of the Book of Life.  This means that the idea of being blotted out of the Book of Life should be taken seriously.  Perhaps it is only a symbol, and that person’s name was never there to begin with.  Even if that is the case, the Lord still wants us to take it seriously, because there are some who by every human appearance are saved, yet will not be in heaven.  

 
从生命书上被涂抹的观念

Moses said to the Lord: Yet now, if You will forgive their sin; but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written. (Exodus 32:32)
And the Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.”  (Exodus 32:33)
Exo 32:32 倘或你肯赦免他们的罪，……不然，求你从你所写的册上涂抹我的名。

Exo 32:33 耶和华对摩西说，谁得罪我，我就从我的册上涂抹谁的名。

        Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous. (Psalm 69:28)
Psm 69:28 愿他们从生命册上被涂抹，不得记录在义人之中。

        And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. (Revelation 22:19)

 Rev 22:19 这书上的预言，若有人删去什么，神必从这书上所写的生命树，和圣城，删去他的分。

Charles Templeton： A generation ago he was deeply involved in the foundations of Youth for Christ and impacted the nation for Jesus.  Chuck Smith himself has said how dynamic and powerful a minister he was, and that he would go anywhere to hear him.  Many people received Jesus at his meetings, and he was an associate with Billy Graham in the early years. 1996 年写了一本书“Farewell to God”，in which he totally denounces his belief in Jesus Christ, denounces even his belief even in God, and says he is an atheist.  Charles Templeton totally denounces his early confessions of faith and through his book he wants to “rescue” the people he once brought to Jesus.  
美国全国广播公司ABC，采访了几个牧师。他们正在牧养教会，宣称他们现在根本不信神，不信耶稣。但是他们不敢告诉任何人，甚至连他们的太太家人也没有说。他们依然继续在“服事”神。可是对于他们来说，这只是一份工作。

这些人，按名说，他们是活的。但是实际上他们是死的。
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