启示录
第一章（1:1-20）
启示录的福是什么样的福？
谁能得到这个福气？
Hear it and take to heart? 

Has Jesus Ever visited you? 

A Shining Image of Jesus
思考问题1：启示录有哪七福？你知道这是什么样的福气吗？

1:1 耶稣基督的启示，就是神赐给他，叫他将必要快成的事指示他的众仆人。他就差遣使者，晓谕他的仆人约翰。
1:2 约翰便将神的道，和耶稣基督的见证，凡自己所看见的，都证明出来。
1:3 念这书上预言的，和那些听见又遵守其中所记载的，都是有福的。因为日期近了。
 1 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.
七福:
1， 1:3 念这书上预言的，和那些听见又遵守其中所记载的，都是有福的。因为日期近了。
2， 14:13 我听见从天上有声音说，你要写下，从今以后，在主里面而死的人有福了。圣灵说，是的，他们息了自己的劳苦，作工的果效也随着他们。
3， 16:15 （看哪，我来像贼一样。那儆醒，看守衣服，免得赤身而行，叫人见他羞耻的，有福了
4， 19:9 天使吩咐我说，你要写上，凡被请赴羔羊之婚筵的有福了。又对我说，这是神真实的话。
19:10 我就俯伏在他脚前要拜他。他说，千万不可。我和你并你那些为耶稣作见证的弟兄同是作仆人的。你要敬拜神。因为预言中的灵意，乃是为耶稣作见证。
5， 20:4 我又看见几个宝座，也有坐在上面的，并有审判的权柄赐给他们。我又看见那些因为给耶稣作见证，并为神之道被斩者的灵魂，和那没有拜过兽与兽像，也没有在额上和手上受过它印记之人的灵魂，他们都复活了，与基督一同作王一千年。

20:5 这是头一次的复活。其余的死人还没有复活，直等那一千年完了。

20:6 在头一次复活有分的，有福了，圣洁了。第二次的死在他们身上没有权柄。他们必作神和基督的祭司，并要与基督一同作王一千年。
6， 22:7 看哪，我必快来。凡遵守这书上预言的有福了。
7， 22:13 我是阿拉法，我是俄梅戛，我是首先的，我是末后的，我是初，我是终。

22:14 那些洗净自己衣服的有福了，可得权柄能到生命树那里，也能从门进城。

看第二福的上下文：
Rev 14:9 又有第三位天使，接着他们，大声说，若有人拜兽和兽像，在额上，或在手上，受了印记，

Rev 14:10 这人也必喝神大怒的酒，此酒斟在神忿怒的杯中纯一不杂。他要在圣天使和羔羊面前，在火与硫磺之中受痛苦。

Rev 14:11 他受痛苦的烟往上冒，直到永永远远。那些拜兽和兽像受他名之印记的，昼夜不得安宁。

Rev 14:12 圣徒的忍耐就在此。他们是守神诫命，和耶稣真道的。

Rev 14:13 我听见从天上有声音说，你要写下，从今以后，在主里面而死的人有福了。圣灵说，是的，他们息了自己的劳苦，作工的果效也随着他们。

神学原则：启示录里的福气是指着不用经历神和羔羊的忿怒，不会在火与硫磺之中受痛苦，经历那昼夜不得安宁的人。
思考问题2：听见又遵守其中所记载的，都是有福的？你知道为了这个福气可能要付出的代价吗？

1:3 念这书上预言的，和那些听见又遵守其中所记载的，都是有福的。因为日期近了。
3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.

神学原则：福气是给听见又遵守的人。
Blessed are those who hear it and take it to their hearts.
听见是第一步，但不是唯一的一步。
问题是从听见到遵守有多远？有多难？Now we have heard it, are you taking to your hearts? 

神学原则：启示录的福气不是听了就有的。要得到福气就必须遵守神的话，信徒有时候必须胜过许多的逼迫患难，甚至牺牲自己的生命。

神学原则：没有任何世界上的逼迫患难所受的苦 能与 末世神的审判的痛苦相比。这就是圣徒为什么要忍耐，要守神的诫命，和耶稣的真道。
思考问题3：怎么读预言，看异象？How do you interpret prophecy?  What are the ways to interpret prophecy?
1:3 念这书上预言的，和那些听见又遵守其中所记载的，都是有福的。因为日期近了。
3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.

神学原则：
1， 预言有时是明明白白的告诉我们（耶稣在伯利恒降生，第一章后面讲到的七灯台明白的高所我们是指七个教会。）

2， 预言有时是用图象来告诉我们（需要解释，如约瑟，但以理的解梦）
3， 预言有时要用灵意来看。（灵意解经，但是必须为耶稣做见证，符合整本圣经）
Supporting verses:

Rev 11:8 他们的尸首就倒在大城里的街上。这城按着灵意叫所多玛，又叫埃及，就是他们的主钉十字架之处。
19:10 我就俯伏在他脚前要拜他。他说，千万不可。我和你并你那些为耶稣作见证的弟兄同是作仆人的。你要敬拜神。因为预言中的灵意，乃是为耶稣作见证。
思考问题4，为什么约翰说日子近了，到了现在又过了2000年了？

Each one of us is a heartbeat away from all the events of the seven seals, the seven bowls and the seven trumpets. If we die tonight, we are going to be present at the end of the story. It is that near to us. Every day that passes brings it that much closer. This is critical material, deserving of our urgent attention.
神学思想：我们每一个人在耶稣再来（启示录记载的末世）的角色是由你今天的选择所决定。What role do you want to play today?
思考问题5：为什么说七灵？约翰的祷告中是怎么称呼神的? 
Rev 1:4 约翰写信给亚西亚的七个教会。但愿从那昔在今在以后永在的神和他宝座前的七灵。
Rev 1:5 并那诚实作见证的，从死里首先复活，为世上君王元首的耶稣基督。有恩惠平安归与你们。他爱我们，用自己的血使我们脱离罪恶。（脱离有古卷作洗去）
Rev 1:6 又使我们成为国民，作他父神的祭司。但愿荣耀权能归给他，直到永永远远。阿们。
Rev 1:7 看哪，他驾云降临。众目要看见他，连刺他的人也要看见他。地上的万族都要因他哀哭。这话是真实的。阿们。
Rev 1:8 主神说，我是阿拉法，我是俄梅戛（阿拉法俄梅戛乃希腊字母首末二字），是昔在今在以后永在的全能者。
4 John,  To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen. 

 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

Zec 3:9 看哪，我在约书亚面前所立的石头，在一块石头上有七眼。万军之耶和华说，我要亲自雕刻这石头，并要在一日之间，除掉这地的罪孽。

Zec 4:10 谁藐视这日的事为小呢？这七眼乃是耶和华的眼睛，遍察全地，见所罗巴伯手拿线铊就欢喜。

Rev 3:1 你要写信给撒狄教会的使者，说，那有神的七灵和七星的，说，我知道你的行为，按名你是活的，其实是死的。

Rev 4:5 有闪电，声音，雷轰，从宝座中发出。又有七盏火灯在宝座前点着，这七灯就是神的七灵。
Rev 5:6 我又看见宝座与四活物并长老之中，有羔羊站立，像是被杀过的，有七角七眼，就是神的七灵，奉差遣往普天下去的。

Rev 5:7 这羔羊前来，从坐宝座的右手里拿了书卷。
如果说用七个教会来代表全部的教会，那么七灵可以说代表全部完全的圣灵，都在这里。都在宝座前。我们知道主耶稣在十字架上已经完成了他的工作，今天是圣灵工作的时代，圣灵无所不为，无所不在。有一天世界结束了，圣灵在地上的工作也要结束。你看到圣灵只在天上。
The Seven Spirits is another name for the Holy Spirit. The number seven symbolizes completeness, fullness, or perfection. 
Isaiah had written some seven hundred years earlier about the coming Messiah and the Holy Spirit (11:1-3; see also Revelation 3:1; 4:5; and 5:6): 

"A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him---
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of power,
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord---
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord."
Isa 11:2 耶和华的灵必住在他身上，就是使他有智慧和聪明的灵，谋略和能力的灵，知识和敬畏耶和华的灵。

思考问题6：约翰是在什么时候和背景下写启示录的？当时基督徒的光景如何？

Rev 1:9 我约翰就是你们的弟兄，和你们在耶稣的患难，国度，忍耐里一同有分。为神的道，并为给耶稣作的见证，曾在那名叫拔摩的海岛上。
I, John, your brother and fellow--partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Patmos, the former Roman prison island in Aegean Sea,  ten miles long and six miles wide with a rocky shoreline, some barren hills, a small village called Skala, and a large monastery on a hill nine hundred feet above sea level, overlooking the bay.  
Many pilgrims come to Patmos to celebrate the historical fact that the resurrected Jesus once visited John on that island some nineteen hundred years ago. But I wonder how many, including myself, then leave without the spiritual realization that Jesus is still alive and that he is longing to express his life within us and his love through us to all those around us. Jesus will continue to be alive and present forevermore, and yet that spiritual truth continually slips away from us. I hope our study today in Revelation 1:1-19 will again impress it on our hearts.
约翰可能只有一个人在监狱，没有人可以来探访他。

你们访问过旧金山的“天使岛”吗？本来是个被关移民的一个小岛。
神学原则：基督徒会与耶稣的患难，国度，忍耐里一同有分。
Are you experiencing any of those？Are you suffering because of Jesus?
对于正在受苦的人，我们经常会问耶稣在哪里？他为什么不来帮助我？甚至我们记住耶稣的形象是被钉十字架，是帮门徒洗脚，是被逮捕也不反抗的，是温文尔雅的老师。对于正在受逼迫的人，

思考问题7：什么叫做被圣灵感动？Have you ever in the Spirit?  约翰看到的主耶稣的形象你也看见了吗？你能描述吗？Jesus still alive.  Jesus visited John.
Rev 1:10 当主日我被圣灵感动，听见在我后面有大声音如吹号说，
Rev 1:11 你所看见的，当写在书上，达与以弗所，士每拿，别迦摩，推雅推喇，撒狄，非拉铁非，老底嘉，那七个教会。
Rev 1:12 我转过身来，要看是谁发声与我说话。既转过来，就看见七个金灯台。
Rev 1:13 灯台中间，有一位好像人子，身穿长衣，直垂到脚，胸间束着金带。
Rev 1:14 他的头与发皆白，如白羊毛，如雪。眼目如同火焰。
Rev 1:15 脚好像在炉中锻炼光明的铜。声音如同众水的声音。
Rev 1:16 他右手拿着七星。从他口中出来一把两刃的利剑。面貌如同烈日放光。
10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 

 12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man,[d] dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

思考问题8：人子的形象：An Image of shining Jesus with absolute Power and Glory
1， 在七个灯台中间。among the seven golden lampstands
2， 身穿长衣，直垂到脚，胸间束着金带。dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest
3， 头与发皆白，如白羊毛，如雪。The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow,
4， 眼目如同火焰。his eyes were like blazing fire

5， 脚好像在炉中锻炼光明的铜。His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace

6， 声音如同众水的声音。his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.

7， 他右手拿着七星。In his right hand he held seven stars,

8， 从他口中出来一把两刃的利剑。coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword

9， 面貌如同烈日放光。His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

We should consider the fact that this is the only physical description of Jesus given to us in the Bible.  The only other description that comes close is in Isaiah 53:2: He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him.
Are you impressed? WOW！
對活在水深火熱，以為主把他們丟棄的信徒，這個異象猶如一股強心劑，叫他們重新振作起來。約翰用當時眾人皆知的象征性文字來描繪這個異象，有的也是舊約先知所用的字眼(但七：9，十：5)。
甚至我们记住耶稣的形象是被钉十字架，是帮门徒洗脚，是被逮捕也不反抗的，是温文尔雅的老师。对于正在受逼迫的人，如果看到的是耶稣天上的形象你会兴奋。你知道你的主是大有能力的神。

思考问题8：约翰看到人子之后的反应是什么？为什么他会害怕？耶稣怎么称呼他自己?
任何一个罪人来到圣洁的神面前都应该畏惧（敬畏），神不定我们的罪是恩典。

Any one who is guilty of something should be scared.
Rev 1:17 我一看见，就仆倒在他脚前，像死了一样。他用右手按着我说，不要惧怕。我是首先的，我是末后的，
Rev 1:18 又是那存活的。我曾死过，现在又活了，直活到永永远远。并且拿着死亡和阴间的钥匙。
Rev 1:19 所以你要把所看见的，和现在的事，并将来必成的事，都写出来。
Rev 1:20 论到你所看见在我右手中的七星，和七个金灯台的奥秘。那七星就是七个教会的使者。七灯台就是七个教会。
 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

   19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels[e] of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

耶稣怎么形容他自己:
1, 我是首先的，我是末后的，I am the First and the Last.
2, 又是那存活的I am the Living One
3, 我曾死过，现在又活了，直活到永永远远。I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever!
4, 我拿着死亡和阴间的钥匙。I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

Do we really believe that Jesus is alive and living within us right now?
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